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Happy New Year, MARS! I 

hope everyone had an 

excellent holiday season with 

family and friends. We had a 

break from our club’s busy schedule; hopefully, 

you had a little extra time to enjoy your ham 

radio. Perhaps you got a new “toy” for Christmas, 

contacted a new country or chatted with someone 

you hadn’t heard on the radio in a long time. 

     We started off 2017 with a fun-filled Holiday/

Winter Party this month. (The weather was 

certainly better than the “Icemageddon” storm 

that came on its originally scheduled date.) It was 

great to see many members and their spouses 

enjoy a great meal and the wonderful dessert bar.  

(Many thanks to those who brought something 

delicious!) It was my honor to thank the 2016 

officers and board members, and to welcome our 

group for 2017. We gave away some nice door 

prizes and recognized Jerry Hodgson N2PSA as 

Ham of the Year. We 

gave additional 

recognition and 

many thanks to 

Charles Comerford 

KK4HOK with the 

Distinguished Service 

Award, and Lifetime 

Achievement Awards 

to Mary Hunt N4MH 

and Tom Hunt 

KA3VVJ for their 

many years of 

involvement in the club. 

     We are ramping up for a busy spring with 

Sandblast Rally and the Charlotte Hamfest in 

March, along with other public service 

opportunities.  We are also looking to put together 

some Elmer sessions. But before all of that, Winter 

Field Day takes place on January 28, 2017, at the 

Red Cross clubroom.  

     We need your help! I 

am looking for one or two 

people to take over snacks 

and drinks detail for our 

club meetings. You only 

need to bring cookies, 

sodas or other such treats 

once a month. We have a 

cooler with a cart for easy 

transport. The club 

reimburses you for all expenses. Please contact me 

at President@w4bfb.org for more information or to 

volunteer. We really appreciate the help. 

     See you at the next 

club meeting on 

January 31, 2017, at 

7:00 p.m. 

 

— Eric Webner K4FAN,           

MARS President 
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The 2017 MARS Winter Party! 

                             A wonderful time was had by all! 
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Congratulations to Charles Comerford KK4HOK for receiving the Distinguished Service Award 

for his unending club support!  We also celebrated Mary Hunt N4MH and Tom Hunt KA3VVJ’s receiving 

the Lifetime Achievement Award for their many years of service to the club.  Congratulations, again! 

  The Editor’s Pick   

Well,  another year has come and gone, and 

it is time to present this year’s Ham of 

the Year Award. 

     This year has had its up and downs of people 

willing and able to help — not only at public ser-

vice events — but also helping out other hams. 

There has been one person whom many have been 

able to count on for his help at events and many 

other activities. This person has brought refresh-

ments to club meetings, helped bring some of the 

members to the club meetings, brought people to 

the clubroom to help operate the radios at the 

clubroom, and also spent time in the clubroom to 

help hone his own skills.  

     What really shined a light on this person was 

during Field Day 2016, when he wore his brightly 

colored shirt.  I can speak for myself when I say I 

had to wear my sunglasses all the time or I would 

have been blinded! As you can guess, he was our  

safety officer for Field Day.  

2017 Ham of the Year! 
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     By now, many of you may have already 

guessed that I am talking about Jerry Hodgson 

N2PSA who strives to continue to learn more about 

our hobby and its many modes of operations. Jerry 

also shares this knowledge with anyone willing to 

listen.  

     I would like to say, “Congratulations, Jerry 

N2PSA, for becoming the 2016 Ham of the Year!” 

Now I’m passing the role of being Ham of the Year 

to you so you can choose who will become the 

2017 Ham of the Year.   

     Congratulations! — Jon Greene KK4ZIZ 

The "Ham of the Year" wants 

to say.. Jon, Board, and Fellow club mem-

bers, Thank you!  It is said every man needs 

both a teacher and a stu-

dent.  My student is my son who 

scares the living daylights out of 

me with how much he sees and 

learns!  But you guys are my 

teachers, my Elmers! I have learned so much 

from this club over the almost two years I've 

been a member here!  The scope of all the 

things this club does not only for public service, 

but also for amateur radio is huge!  Thank you 

for taking me in and teaching this old dog some 

new tricks!  Thank you for building a 

serious radio room that has allowed 

me to better learn the band plans 

and modes!  Thank you for being 

"the neighbor I'd want living next 

door" that I'm trying to teach my son 

to be!  Here's to a great 2017!  Be safe and 

have fun! — Jerry Hodgson N2PSA 

What is the Elser-Mathes Cup?   

It’s an award established in 1929 by the ARRL to commemorate the first two-

way amateur radio contact between Earth and Mars.  

Colonel Fred Johnson Elser W6FB/W7OX and Stanley Mathes, a Lieutenant 

Commander in the Navy, devised an award for the most ambitious amateur 

radio contact they could imagine. In honor of Hiram Percy Maxim’s (Co-

founder and first president of the ARRL) love of the Red Planet, Elser and 

Mathes established the Elser-Mathes Cup, to be awarded for the “First Ama-

teur Radio Two-Way Communication Between Earth and Mars.” 

                                       — Steve Nosko W4SJN 



           You are Invited ... 

Come to our club meetings which are held on the last Tuesday of each month, 

from 7:00pm-9:00pm.  We meet in the Fellowship Hall of the St. Giles 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 2027 Emerywood Drive, Charlotte, NC.   

     Come visit!  Everyone is welcome! Come see what our club and ham radio 

are all about.  For more  information, visit:  www.w4bfb.org. 

 

     

 

     MARS in Motion 
O n December 23, 2016,  a dozen members of W4BFB and their family members 

turned out at Northwest High School in Rock Hill,  in response to a request from Rock 

Communications.  The company needed help in finding a “ghost” problem within their 

commercial radio system at the school.  

     Company president Jon Rock requested the assistance of W4BFB club members because he needed 

people with lots of radio experience. The testing had to be done within a short timeframe during the holi-

day break when no students or staff were there.  

     Considering it was the holiday season, the amateur response was fantastic! Jon was impressed and 

so pleased with the number of volunteers. A total of forty-five radios were tested multiple times each, of 

which three showed up as suspect and were sent back to Kenwood under warranty. All participants 

showed a great deal of professionalism and an eagerness to find the problem.  

Rock Communications wishes to express their thanks for the help and skill exhibited by all participants. 

The volunteers were: Jon Greene KK4ZIZ, Andy Hawkins K4GKK, Jerry Hodgson N2PSA, Jesse Hodgson, 

Mary Hunt N4MH, Tom Hunt KA3VVJ, Paul Jones K4VCF, Cheryl Jones, 

Steve Nosko W4SJN, Susan Nosko N4PSN, Brandon Ray KM4FLU, and 

Matt Young KK4HNU. A special word of thanks to Jesse Hodgson (age 

8 and son of Jerry Hodgson) who was  a big help and actively partici-

pated in the testing! Thank you, W4BFB, for your assistance in finding this difficult problem. Without 

your professional help, it would have taken countless hours to find!               

                — David Holbrook KC4SGT, Rock Communications 

David Leonard AE4AT,  

Gerald Crossman N4XNQ, 

David Portes KM4YBF, and 

Rebecca Novae.  Welcome 

to MARS! 



 

6 

Public Service Events! 
Our first public service events for the new year will start in March.   

The MS Challenge will take place on March 3-5, 2017.  This will 

again take place in Savannah, Georgia, and we will be staying at 

Tybee Island.   

Sandblast Rally – March 4, 2017, in Cheraw, South 

Carolina.  Because this conflicts this year with the 

Challenge Walk, I am unable to attend.  Tim Slay 

N4IB has agreed to be net control for the event.  

The MS Charlotte Walk will be held on April 29, 2017.  This walk  starts/ends at Symphony 

Park.   

The monthly Cycling Time Trial Events at Charlotte Motor Speedway 

will start in April 2017.  The dates for these events are:  April 12, 

May 10, June 21, July 12, August 16 and September 12 (tentative 

date). The time trials are a great way to get started in public service.  We just use a handi-talkie for the 

event and operate on a simplex frequency.  We always put someone new working the event with a 

veteran ham so they can teach you the ropes.   

The Tour de Cure will take place in the Ballantyne Corporate Park area on September 17, 

2017.  

 

As other organizations let us know about their events, I will add them to the calendar.             

              — Mary Hunt N4MH, Chairperson  

 

 Thoughts & Prayers 
Andy Hawkins’ mom recently passed away.  Please pray for 

God’s comfort and strength for him and his family.  Please  

also  remember those who were hit with severe weather in 

the South and Southern California.  Please keep those serving 

in our military and police force in your prayers, too. 
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MARS will hold its next WCARS ham radio licensing exam session on Saturday, February 4, 2017, at 

9:00 am at the St. Giles Church gymnasium.  Registration will begin sharply at 9:00 am; testing will 

follow.  VEs will conduct all exam levels.  Please bring the following to the exam 

session:  $10 testing fee (cash preferred), a photo ID (drivers license, etc.), and if 

already a licensed ham radio operator, your original license and a copy to leave 

with the examiners, any active CSCE's and a copy of each that you will be us-

ing.  If you have any questions about the exam session, please contact me at 

ki4faq@gmail.com or 704-641-0959.  — Steven Burke  KI4FAQ, MARS-WCARS 

T he Winter Field Day Association (WFDA) is a dedicated group of amateur radio operators who 

believe that emergency communications in a winter environment is just as important as the prepa-

rations and practice that is done each summer — but with some additional unique operational con-

cerns. 

  We believe, as do those entities of ARRL organizations like ARES and RACES, that maintaining 

your operational skills should not be limited to fair weather scenarios. The addition of a Winter 

Field Day will enhance those already important skills of those that who generously volunteer their 

time and equipment to these organizations. This is why WFDA is open to all licensed amateur radio 

operators worldwide. 

       Preparedness is the key to a professional and timely response during any event, and this is 

what local and state authorities are expecting when they reach out to the emergency service 

groups that offer their services. 

      If you are as serious about emergency communications as we are, we welcome you to join us 

for our yearly event. We are sure that you will find this event a pleasant change and challenge to 

that of a normal summer time field day. — Charles Comerford KK4HOK 

                                                                                                                                                 

How was the two antennas’ wedding?                                                            

Well, the wedding was OK, but the reception was great! 

     73 — Sam Reynolds KM4WDK 

mailto:ki4faq@gmail.com


 

8 

 

The Night Before Field Day 

By Merrilee Fellows WA1FHK 

 

T’was the night before Field Day, in each member’s shack, 

Final preps were in progress for the plan of attack. 

One would haul the club trailer, one fine-tuning the filter 

To make sure the rigs were not out of kilter. 

 

One packed up go-boxes; one adjusted the keyer 

So QRS on CW would not interfere 

With radio stations which would be nearby 

And contacts would be easy to verify. 

 

One examined antennas — each dipole and Yagi — 

Tho’ the evening grew late and this guy became groggy. 

The traps and the baluns must strictly comply 

To ensure precise contest data could be supplied. 

 

Those in charge of the picnic were sure of success! 

Food had been ordered, folks‘d volunteered for the rest. 

Business meeting was scheduled after lunch to be sure 

Club bylaws were met and proposals approved.  

 

They’d work, but they’d play, during pre-contest hours; 

They’d laugh and they’d joke, pilot drones around towers.  

When all is in readiness, it’s OK for distraction, 

But at air time stations, all would be ready for action! 

 

The generator is ready, the feedlines are stowed; 

We’re ready to transmit in pretty much any mode. 

So sign on to 2 meters;  I think we are set. 

“To all a good night and to all a good net.”   (K4ESS) 

 

CQ! CQ!   FIELD DAY 

73  de WA1FHK 

 

Merrilee Fellows WA1FHK wrote this creative Field Day poem.  She said, “The theme 

was inspired by the closing comment from Ted K4ESS one night on the M2MEN 

[Metrolina 2-Meter Emergency Net™],  ‘To all a good night and to all a good net.’" 
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Six New Technicians!  Please join me in welcoming six new Technician Class hams to our 

area.  They successfully completed their exams last December at our MARS VE session.  Their names 

and calls are:  Art Trevino KM4ZKU, Alan Meeker KM4ZLD, Andrew Rowley KM4ZKV, James Smith 

KM4ZKZ, Jim Scalia KM4ZKW and Rebecca Novae KM4ZKX.  Please encourage them to participate in our 

nets and other activities. 

     Also, I want to thank our VE and non-VE members who helped conduct the exams.  I couldn't have 

done it without David Keever  K8IP, Bill Turner  W4WNT, Steve Nosko  W4SJN, Paul Jones  K4VCF, Stu 

Alpert  N1STU, Ron McCoy  N5IQ, Matt Young  KK4HNU, Susan Nosko  N4PSN and Mitch Barbato 

KX4MB.  Thanks to all! — Steven Burke  KI4FAQ, MARS-WCARS VEC Liaison 

What in the world is a VE?  Would you like to become one? 
 
     Several have indicated an interest in becoming a Volunteer Examiner (VE) and 

I’d like to remove a little of the mystery from the process.  Just about any General 

or Extra Class Operator can qualify as a VE.  It just takes a little work, a bunch of 

forms and a little time.  Let me explain. 

     First of all, Volunteer Examiners (VEs) are US-licensed radio amateurs holding a 

General Class license or higher, who offer their time to administer the FCC licensing exams through a 

FCC authorized Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) organization.  A team of three or more ARRL VEs 

are able to test candidates applying for a new license or upgrading an existing license. 

     VEs are ham radio operators who have learned the FCC rules and regulations that direct how the li-

cense testing sessions are to be conducted and been certified by the ARRL VEC and the regional VEC (in 

our case, WCARS).  Once certified, the VE participates in the license exam process.  This ranges from 

checking-in the exam applicants, to monitoring the examination, to grading the exam, to preparing the 

temporary license, and to managing the entire exam. 

     If you are interested in becoming an ARRL Volunteer Examiner (VE) and serving the amateur radio 

community, it's easy and it’s free!  Please contact me so I can guide you through the simple steps that it 

takes to become one.  Once certified, you will be able to participate fully in the MARS VE exam sessions. 

We’d love to have you on our VE Team.  — Steven Burke  KI4FAQ, MARS-WCARS, ki4faq@gmail.com  

mailto:ki4faq@gmail.com
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Silent Keys 

With deep regret, we lost three members of our ham community this year:  

Elena Maya-Scott KS4OX, Robert (Bob) Southworth KI4YV and Dede Fryer, 

wife of George Fryer KI4KK. 

I 
 got my current call sign K4LRH as a Novice 

in 1958, then upgraded to General in 1959 

at the FCC regional headquar-

ters in Atlanta, Georgia.  For 

diverse reasons (military, college, 

marriage and children), I let my tick-

et expire due to non-activity.  In the 

early 80's, I rekindled my interest in 

the hobby and got a Technician class 

license [KF4DYK — a call sign that I 

detested but everyone remembered] 

as I did not pass the 13 WPM code 

requirement at that time.  For sever-

al years I operated as 2-meters   

mobile.  I again lost interest, but in 2014, I 

learned that with proof of holding an original call 

sign and class, the FCC would grant it back with 

full privileges.  I just happened to have this proof 

with a 1961 call book that I’ve never disposed 

of.   

     Shortly thereafter, desiring to 

make like-minded friends, I joined 

the W4BFB Amateur Radio Club in 

Charlotte, North Carolina, where I 

did meet many, most-

likeable people.  I endeavored to 

make myself available for many of 

the club's activities, including being a 

roof man on the American Red Cross 

building for coax pulling.  In 

April 2016, I obtained my Extra Class 

license and swear to myself that 

someday I'll pass a 20 WPM code test.  (A desire 

of many old-timers who remember their CW 

days). — Jack Cureton K4LRH 

The Ham Radio Autobiography of Jack Cureton K4LRH 

ARES Net Topic Ideas?                                                  

We are doing a final call for "your topic idea wish list" for the Wednesday 

night ARES net. We are trying to set up a long term topic list that is opera-

tor-driven for the next eighteen months or so. We already have some ideas 

from net participants and direct conversations, but would also  like to hear 

some of yours! Please email me your suggestions at 

wb4ncq_ares@hotmail.com. 

Thanks and 73 — Cliff Greene WB4NCQ,  Mecklenburg 

County Emergency Coordinator 

mailto:wb4ncq_ares@hotmail.com
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How to Manually Program Your Baofeng Radio 

  — Bill Heybruck WA2EDN 

 
Turn it on. 

Programming can only take place on upper (A) side in FREQUENCY 

(VFO) mode. 

 

Set to Frequency mode (press V/M key). 

Make sure it is in A mode, (up arrow to left of top frequency).  

Press AB to swap arrow. 

 

In this example, we will program 146.940MHz, offset -600 khz, 

118.8 hz tone on transmit only, high power,  with callsign W4BFB-

94, saved to channel 35. 

 

Key in frequency  e.g.1469400  for 146.940 (hear a beep on last 0 

key) display shows 146.940. 

 

Press MENU. 

 

Display indicates SQL for Squelch level,  2nd line shows level of squelch  0-9. 

 

Either use up or down arrows, or key 26 to get to OFFSET. 

 

Press MENU,  now key in 000600 to get 000.600 MHz offset. 

Press MENU to save the value. 

 

Use up arrow key to get to SHIFT value SFT-D (SHIFT DIRECTION) or key 25. 

Press MENU , use up/down arrows to set value to  - , (OFF, +, -). 

Press MENU to save the value. 

 

Use up/down arrows or key 13 to get to T-CTCS value (Transmit Continuous Tone Coded Squelch). 

Press MENU, use up/down arrows to set value to 188.8, ( OFF-254.1). 

Press MENU to save the value. 

 

Use up/down arrows or key 2 to get to TXP (Transmit Power). 

Press MENU , use up/down arrows to set value to HIGH (HIGH, LOW). 

Press MENU to save the value. 

 

Press EXIT and you can try and see if it works in frequency mode before saving.  

You can check settings, by pressing MENU, then key 26,25, 13,2. to see the values.  

 

Now to save it in 35. 

First we must erase 35. 

Press MENU, key 28 or use up/down arrows to get to DELCH value. 

Press MENU, key 035, then press MENU to delete channel 35. 

 

Use up/down arrows to select MEMCH value or key 27. 

Press MENU, key 035,  if display shows  CH-035  it is NOT clear, and you cannot save in it.  

The display should indicate 035 without “CH-“ in front of it for blank or clear memory channels. 

Press MENU to save the settings into 35.  
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MENU FUNCTION VALUES 

0 SQL 0-9 

1 STEP 2.5,5,6.25,10.12/5,25 

2 TXP HIGH /LOW 

3 SAVE OFF 1/2/3/4 

4 VOX OFF/0-10 

5 W/N WIDE /NARROW 

6 ABR display illumination   

7 TDR dual watch OFF/ON 

8 BEEP OFF/ON 

9 TOT transmission timer 15-600 SEC 

10 R-DCS   

11 R-CTS receive tone squelch OFF/freq 

12 T-DCS   

13 T-CTS transmit tone OFF/freq 

14 VOICE prompts OFF / ENG / CHI 

15 ANI   

16 DTMFST   

17 S-CODE   

18 SC-REV scan resume method   

19 PTT-ID   

20 PTT-LT   

21 MDF-A disp in ch mode Freq/channel/name 

22 MDF-B disp in ch mode Freq/channel/name 

23 BCL   

24 AUTOLK   

25 SFT-D OFF/+/- 

26 OFFSET 00.000-69.990 

27 MEMCH 000 – 127 

28 DELCH 000-127 

29 WT-LED color of disp Off/blue/orange/purple 

30 RX-LED rcv color of disp Off/blue/orange/purple 

31 TX-LED tx color of disp Off/blue/orange/purple 

32 AL-MOD   

33 BAND   

34 TX-AB OFF/A/B 

35 STE OFF/ON 

36 RP-STE OFF/1-10 

37 RPL-RL OFF/1-10 

38 PONMGS poweron msgs FULL / MGS 

39 ROGER ON/OFF 

40 RESET VFO / ALL 
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Dear W4BFB Members, 

     I want to take this opportunity to thank you all for helping out 

CARS (Cabarrus Amateur Radio Society) on both the Concord Christ-

mas Parade on November 19, 2016, and the Kannapolis Christmas 

Parade of Lights on December 10, 2016. Without your support we 

would be hard pressed to perform the service we had been asked to 

provide.  

     CARS has been involved in the parades for over forty years, and 

for many years, we had ten or twelve hams working both parades. 

Since 2014, we have been asked to take on more responsibilities 

each year and our membership is not large enough to provide the 

coverage needed. In 2014, I was able to garner twenty-five hams 

and spouses. Then, in 2015, John Howard, Chairman of CEA 

(Cabarrus Events Association) asked us to take more control of the spacing and timing of the entries in 

the parade. This year, we were asked to take total charge of the parade (once it started to the end). 

     I want to thank you all who have supported us over the years.  I can't wait to see you at the     

Charlotte Hamfest in March.   

73, Greg Huffman W4GCH                                                                                                          

Cabarrus County Amateur Radio Society, Treasurer, Community Events Chair 

MARS Parade support 

I  was going through some old files and found this 

picture.  Fifteen years ago in 2001, John White 

WB2NHQ and I entered the June VHF contest as 

W4BFB/Rover. Here is a picture of John operating 

from one of the overlooks on the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

(I was the photographer.) 

     John and I combined some of our equipment for 

the rove; none of it was BFB’s. We had been talking 

about how the club had been such a powerhouse in 

VHF contesting years back, but now (then in 2001), 

club activity had ceased for some time. We decided it 

was about time to get the club call back on the air 

again, so I made a bracket to mount a 6 meter beam 

and a dual band 2 meter/ 70 centimeter beam that 

could be rotated on my truck. John used one of his 

radios to work 6 meters and I used one of mine to 

work the higher bands. All of our activity was on side-

band and CW. We worked 4 grids in the mountains on 

Saturday (EM85, EM86, EM94, & EM96) and 2 grids in 

the low lands (FM04 &FM05) on Sunday. 

                                  — Paul Ponak, AD4IE 
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Do you need a new or updated member badge? 

Please see Patrick Fink W4PFI and he’ll make one for you.  Provide him with a head-
shot and your call sign, and he’ll deliver it to you at a future club meeting.  You can 
contact him at  w4pfi@arrl.net.  

The MARS News is the official newsletter of the Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society.  It’s 

published monthly and posted on the Mecklenburg Amateur 

Radio Society website (http://w4bfb.org).  

      As Editor of The Mars News, I welcome pictures (.jpeg), 

articles, and other member contributions. Please send your 

submission to N4PSN@carolina.rr.com. As Editor, I reserve 

the right to edit any and all pieces.  The submission deadline 

for each month’s newsletter is the second Friday of 

that month.  Anything received later may be held for 

the next month’s publication.    

  Thanks to photographers: Steve Nosko W4SJN, Marshall 

Lail KK4OHF, and Rodney Moore W2ROD.    

       As the MARS News Editor, I am honored to serve the 

good people of the Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society,    

         P. Susan Nosko N4PSN   

 

 
Happy Birthday, December                                                   

& January Birthdays! 

 
Do you have anything you’d like to donate as a meeting raffle prize?  If so, 
please let our President or any board member know.  Thank you! 
 

December:  Charles Comerford KK4OHK, Toni Fink 

KK4TRH, Perry Garris KF4UVL, Andy Hawkins K4GKK, Richard 

Marby KM4HTM, Richard Matteson KA4WXS, Susan Nosko 

N4PSN, Greg Turner W3CL, and Anne Wood KF4ZWI.  January:  

Harold Howe KM4WDN, James Johnson N9KIY, Vincent Liven-

good N4NYG, Ron McCoy N5IQ, Brad Morris WB4MMG, Seth 

O’Neal KF4LLF, Paul Ponak AD4IE, Brandon Ray KM4FLU, John 

Shefte K4ZAX, Lee Sossamon KK4GEV, Donna Turner KD4QGW 

and Jeff Viscount KK4ONM. 



 

 

ASK YOUR ELMER 

They say one of the best ways to learn something is to ask questions and some 

of your best resources are right within our club. These club members are willing 

to share their knowledge with you to help you become a better, more informed 

ham. Please contact them with any questions!

 

Antennae Bob Ferdinand K9TMU, Bill Miller KT4YE, Mike Wentz KE4EHC 
    

Digital Modes Stan Bagwell AJ4ZL 
    

D-STAR Eric Webner K4FAN 
    
ICOM Radios   

    

Kenwood Radios Bob Ferdinand K9TMU, Bryan Ferdinand K4NET 
    

Packet Radio Bill Newsome AC4ZR, Seth O’Neal KF4LLF 
    

Ten-Tec George Hohas W4GEH 
    

Yaesu Radios Mitch Barbato KX4MB 
    

 

SB QST ARL ARLB001 
ARLB001 W1AW                                        
2016 Winter Operating Schedule 
 
Morning Schedule: 
 
Time                  Mode     Days 

-------------------   ----     --------- 

1400 UTC (9 AM EST)   CWs      Wed, Fri 

1400 UTC (9 AM EST)   CWf      Tue, Thu 

 

Daily Visitor Operating Hours: 

 

1500 UTC to 1700 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM EST) 

1800 UTC to 2045 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) 

 

(Station closed 1700 to 1800 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM 

EST)) 

 

Afternoon/Evening Schedule: 

 
2100 UTC (4 PM EST)    CWf      Mon, Wed, Fri 

2100  "      "         CWs      Tue, Thu 

2200  "  (5 PM EST)    CWb      Daily 

2300  "  (6 PM EST)    DIGITAL  Daily 

0000  "  (7 PM EST)    CWs      Mon, Wed, Fri 

0000  "      "         Wf       Tue, Thu 

0100  "  (8 PM EST)    CWb      Daily 

0200  "  (9 PM EST)    DIGITAL  Daily 

0245  "  (9:45 PM EST) VOICE    Daily 

0300  "  (10 PM EST)   CWf      Mon, Wed, Fri 

0300  "      "         CWs      Tue, Thu 

0400  "  (11 PM EST)   CWb      Daily 

 

 
                     

 

     Frequencies (MHz) 

                         ----------------- 

CW: 1.8025 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475 18.0975       

 21.0675  28.0675 147.555 

DIGITAL:  -   3.5975 7. 

 14.095  18.102521.095   28.095  147.555 

VOICE:  1.855 .990  7.290  14.290  18.160  21.39   

 0   28.590  147.555 

 

Notes: 

 

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10,  

 13 and 15 WPM 

CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 

 20, 15, 13 and 10 WPM 

CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM 

     — Eric Webner K4FAN 

 

The repeater in Chester, SC - W4CHR - has EchoLink now and can be accessed 

by KW4BET-R node 736794. All stations are welcome!                                                                       

             73— Brian Timms KW4BET 
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 M2MEN Alternate                       
Controllers 

Brandon KM4FLU 

Dave KW4RY   

Mike KK4JFM 

Paul K4VCF 

Rick KA4WXS  

Steven KI4FAQ 

If you are interested in becoming    an 
alternate net controller, please    contact 
our Net Manager (John White WB2NHQ) 

at wb2nhq@arrl.net or at             

Join us for the 

Metrolina 2-meter 

Emergency Net™ every 

night at 9:00pm! The 

primary frequency is 

our 146.94 repeater 

and the alternate 

backups are our 

145.29 repeater or 

146.52 simplex. 

 Other Local Nets 

Sunday — Mecklenburg Simplex Net, 
8:30pm (147.505) 

Wednesday — Mecklenburg ARES Net, 
7:30pm (146.94- PL 118.8) 

Wednesday — Union County Skywarn 
Net, 8:30pm (145.39- PL 94.8) 

Thursday — UCARS 2m Net, 8:00pm 
(145.390- PL 94.8) (444.425+ PL 94.8) 

Saturday — Union County ARES Net, 
8:00pm  (145.39- PL 94.8) 

Saturday — The Dixie Radio Pirates, 
Weekly Net, 8:30pm  (145.410- PL 136.5) 

Nightly 

Piedmont Emergency Training Net, 8:00pm 
(145.350- PL 131.8) 

The Piedmont Spotter Group Net, 8:00pm 
(145.230- PL 118.8) 

Rock Hill Net, 8:30pm (147.030+ PL 88.5) 

EchoLink  

EchoLink is available for download on your com-

puter through www.echolink.org, as well as for use 

on your smartphone (Android 

and    Apple iPhone) through 

the App Store. To access our 

repeaters, connect to K4NET-

L or node   number 625440.        

                                                        

Packet Radio   

W4BFB & Local 1200 Baud Packet Radio Frequencies: 
145.010 / 145.090 / 223.400 / 
446.500 

W4BFB-9 = Charlotte BBS / 
W4BFB-2 = World Wide Cha-
troom (All W4BFB packet 
nodes have links to all listed frequencies)                                                                                 
                                                                    
For more info: http://www.w4bfb.org/
packet.php 

M2MEN Controllers 

Sunday:  Tim N41B    

Monday:  Rodney W2ROD 

Tuesday:  Stan AJ4ZL 

Wednesday:  Marshall KK4OHF 

Thursday:  Jon KK4ZIZ 

Friday:  John WB2NHQ 

Saturday: Merrilee WA1FHK  

METROLINA 2-METER EMERGENCY NET™ 

Join Bob K9TMU for some fun on the Jabbernet  

at 7:30pm every Tuesday night on 224.40, linked to the 

146.94 repeater and EchoLink. 

Jabbernet 
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ARRL — North Carolina News Excerpts 

 

December 2016 

Greetings from Karl W4CHX, your ARRL NC Section Manager! 

ARRL VOWS CONTINUED PURSUIT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO PARITY ACT IN THE 
115TH CONGRESS – HR 1301 Amateur Radio Parity Act died an unbefitting death as the 
114th Congress of the United States drew to a close in early December. After having 
passed the House of Representatives on a unanimous vote, the bill stalled in the Senate 
due to the intervention of only one member, Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL). For further infor-
mation, see http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-vows-continued-pursuit-of-the-amateur-radio-
parity-act-in-the-115th-congress (source: ARRL website) 

WINTER FIELD DAY IS JUST AHEAD (1/28-29) – Winter Field Day, sponsored by the 
Winter Field Day Association, will take place over the January 28-29 weekend. The purpose of Winter Field Day is to en-
courage emergency operating preparedness in the winter; however, it is also an opportunity to get out of the house and 
enjoy the great outdoors. For further information, see http://www.arrl.org/news/winter-field-day-is-just-ahead (source: ARRL 
website) 

FINAL REMINDER! ARRL FOUNDATION INVITES SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS FOR 2017-18 ACADEMIC YEAR 
(DEADLINE, 1/31) – The ARRL Foundation is accepting scholarship applications from eligible radio amateurs planning to 
pursue post-secondary education during the 2017-18 academic year. Completed applications must be received by January 
31, 2017. For further information, see http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-foundation-invites-scholarship-applications-for-2017-18-
academic-year (source: ARRL website) 

NORTH CAROLINA QSO PARTY (2/26) – The North Carolina QSO Party, sponsored by the Raleigh Amateur Radio Soci-
ety, will be held on Sunday, February 26, 2017, from 1000 EST to 2000 EST. For further information, see http://
www.rars.org/ncqsoparty/ (source: RARS website) 

LOGBOOK OF THE WORLD TO NO LONGER ACCEPT CONTACTS SIGNED BY TQSL VERSIONS EARLIER THAN 
2.0 – A reminder: As of 1400 UTC on January 16, ARRL Logbook of The World (LoTW) will no longer accept contacts that 
have been digitally signed by versions of TQSL earlier than version 2.0. Users of earlier versions are encouraged to up-
grade as soon as possible, as older TQSL versions contain uncorrected defects and display inaccurate error messages. 
The current versions of TQSL for Windows, OS X, and Linux are available online, https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/
installation/ This action does not affect data already uploaded to LoTW; all QSOs remain in the LoTW database in perpetui-
ty – Thanks to Norm Fusaro, W3IZ. For further information, see http://www.arrl.org/news/logbook-of-the-world-to-no-longer-
accept-contacts-signed-by-tqsl-versions-earlier-than-2-0-1 (sources: W3IZ, ARRL website) 

630 METERS BECOMING A MAINSTREAM AMATEUR BAND, EXPERIMENT COORDINATOR SAYS – The coordinator 
of the ARRL’s WD2XSH 600-Meter Experimental Group – Fritz Raab, W1FR – said in his latest quarterly report that 630 
meters is becoming quite active, with both Amateur Radio and Part 5 Experimental stations taking advantage of the band, 
which is still not available in the US. For further information, see http://www.arrl.org/news/630-meters-becoming-a-
mainstream-amateur-band-experiment-coordinator-says (source: ARRL website) 

BOY SCOUTS’ RADIO MERIT BADGE REQUIREMENTS TO INCLUDE AMATEUR RADIO DIRECTION FINDING OP-
TION – The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) have updated the requirements for the Radio Merit Badge for 2017. A new option 
for the Radio Merit Badge is Amateur Radio Direction Finding (ARDF). For further information, see http://www.arrl.org/news/
boy-scouts-radio-merit-badge-requirements-to-include-amateur-radio-direction-finding-option (source: ARRL website) 

MEDIA HITS AND REPORTS – The following media hits and reports are included in this month’s newsletter: 

On the comic strip character, The Phantom, and amateur radio, see http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-keeps-phantom
-in-touch-with-the-outside-world-from-the-skull-cave (source: Google search) 

On George Lee Clifton, WD4DVS (SK) of Lexington (obituary), see http://www.the-dispatch.com/news/20170103/former-city
-council-member-dies (source: Google search) 

http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-vows-continued-pursuit-of-the-amateur-radio-parity-act-in-the-115th-congress
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-vows-continued-pursuit-of-the-amateur-radio-parity-act-in-the-115th-congress
http://www.arrl.org/news/winter-field-day-is-just-ahead
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-foundation-invites-scholarship-applications-for-2017-18-academic-year
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-foundation-invites-scholarship-applications-for-2017-18-academic-year
http://www.rars.org/ncqsoparty/
http://www.rars.org/ncqsoparty/
https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/installation/
https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/installation/
http://www.arrl.org/news/logbook-of-the-world-to-no-longer-accept-contacts-signed-by-tqsl-versions-earlier-than-2-0-1
http://www.arrl.org/news/logbook-of-the-world-to-no-longer-accept-contacts-signed-by-tqsl-versions-earlier-than-2-0-1
http://www.arrl.org/news/630-meters-becoming-a-mainstream-amateur-band-experiment-coordinator-says
http://www.arrl.org/news/630-meters-becoming-a-mainstream-amateur-band-experiment-coordinator-says
http://www.arrl.org/news/boy-scouts-radio-merit-badge-requirements-to-include-amateur-radio-direction-finding-option
http://www.arrl.org/news/boy-scouts-radio-merit-badge-requirements-to-include-amateur-radio-direction-finding-option
http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-keeps-phantom-in-touch-with-the-outside-world-from-the-skull-cave
http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-keeps-phantom-in-touch-with-the-outside-world-from-the-skull-cave
http://www.the-dispatch.com/news/20170103/former-city-council-member-dies
http://www.the-dispatch.com/news/20170103/former-city-council-member-dies
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More ARRL — North Carolina News 
On snowfall totals in NC on January 7, 2017 and amateur radio, see http://wncn.com/2017/01/07/snowfall-totals-across-
north-carolina-for-jan-7/ (source: Google search) 

The following report was received from Steven Burke, KI4FAQ: “New Ham Radio Operators. 
Please join me in welcoming 6 new Technician Class hams to our area. They successfully complet-
ed their exams last Saturday morning at our MARS VE Session. Their names and calls are: Art Tre-
vino KM4ZKU, Alan Meeker KM4ZLD, Andrew Rowley KM4ZKV, James Smith KM4ZKZ, Jim Scalia 
KM4ZKW, and Rebecca Novae KM4ZKX. Please encourage them to participate in our nets and 
other activities. Also, I want to thank our VE and non-VE members who helped conduct the exams. 
I couldn't have done it without David Keever K8IP, Bill Turner W4WNT, Steve Nosko W4SJN, Paul 
Jones K4VCF, Stu Alpert N1STU, Ron McCoy N5IQ, Matt Young KK4HNU, Susan Nosko N4PSN, 
and Mitch Barbato KX4MB. Thanks to all! Steven Burke KI4FAQ, MARS-WCARS VEC Liaison.” 
Congratulations to all of the new Hams; thanks to the VE team and their assistants for their service; 
and, thanks to Steven Burke, KI4FAQ, for providing this report! (source: KI4FAQ). 

SPECIAL EVENT STATIONS – 

February 16-17: Samuel F.B. Morse Exhibition, 1500Z-2000Z, N4M, Winston Salem, NC. Forsyth Amateur Radio Club of 
Winston-Salem, NC. 21.044 14.044 10.120 7.044. QSL. Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 11361, Winston Salem, NC 
27116. The Forsyth Amateur Radio Club of Winston-Salem, NC, will sponsor Special Event Station, N4M, in celebration of 
the opening of the Reynolda House Museum of American Art’s Exhibition – Samuel F.B. Morse’s “Gallery of the Louvre” and 
the Art of Invention. The station will operate from 1500 to 2000 UTC on both February 16 and 17, 2017. This CW station will 
operate on 7044, 10120, 14044 and 21044 kHz. http://www.reynoldahouse.org/exhibitions/detail/samuel-fb-morses-gallery-
of-the-louvre-and-the-art-of-invention and www.w4nc.com 

Special Event Station listings in the NC Section newsletter are based on what appears on the ARRL website, see http://
www.arrl.org/special-event-stations Please consider listing your Special Event Station at least 60 days before the event, 
see http://www.arrl.org/special-events-application Also, please let me know if your club is sponsoring a Special Event Sta-
tion. Thanks! (source: ARRL website) 

UPCOMING HAMFESTS AND CONVENTIONS – 

January 14: Winston-Salem FirstFest, Forsyth Amateur Radio Club, Winston-Salem, NC, http://www.w4nc.com/
ws_classic_hamfest_2016.htm 

March 10-11: Charlotte Hamfest, Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society, Concord, NC, https://charlottehamfest.org/ 

April 15: Catawba Valley Hamfest, McDowell Amateur Radio Association, Morganton, NC, http://cvhamfest.com (note: this 
hamfest is not currently listed on the ARRL website) 

April 15: 45th Annual RARSFest/ARRL Roanoke Division Convention, Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Raleigh, NC, http://
www.rars.org/rarsfest/ 

April 28-29: 2017 SVHFS Conference, Southeastern VHF Society, Charlotte, NC, http://svhfs.org 

July 8: Firecracker Hamfest, Rowan Amateur Radio Society, Salisbury, NC, http://www.rowanars.org/firecracker-hamfest/ 

QUA* – It is very unfortunate that – after almost 2 years of hard work by the Ham community, the ARRL and its leaders, and 
the Congressional co-sponsors – HR 1301, The Amateur Radio Parity Act, was not passed. It seemed so close… But, we 
will begin the process again. And, we will need your assistance again. Stay tuned! 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or want to provide input on our Section. I can be reached via 
email at w4chx@arrl.org or via cell phone. As always, thank you for sending your emails, photos, and club newsletters – 
they keep me informed about your activities and programs! I look forward to seeing you at an upcoming hamfest or club 
meeting. Thanks for everything you are doing for amateur radio and your community. Happy New Year and 73! Karl Bow-
man, W4CHX, ARRL North Carolina Section Manager, (919) 669-6068 (cell) 

http://wncn.com/2017/01/07/snowfall-totals-across-north-carolina-for-jan-7/
http://wncn.com/2017/01/07/snowfall-totals-across-north-carolina-for-jan-7/
http://www.reynoldahouse.org/exhibitions/detail/samuel-fb-morses-gallery-of-the-louvre-and-the-art-of-invention
http://www.reynoldahouse.org/exhibitions/detail/samuel-fb-morses-gallery-of-the-louvre-and-the-art-of-invention
http://www.w4nc.com/
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
http://www.arrl.org/special-events-application
http://www.w4nc.com/ws_classic_hamfest_2016.htm
http://www.w4nc.com/ws_classic_hamfest_2016.htm
https://charlottehamfest.org/
http://cvhamfest.com/
http://www.rars.org/rarsfest/
http://www.rars.org/rarsfest/
http://svhfs.org/
http://www.rowanars.org/firecracker-hamfest/
mailto:w4chx@arrl.org


 

19 

         MARS Club Officers for 2017 
                  President:       Eric Webner K4FAN 

     Vice President:   Mitch Barbato KX4MB 

     Secretary:     P. Susan Nosko N4PSN 

      Treasurer:     Aron Tekulsky WA2RTV  

                        Director (2018):       

     Director (2017):     Patrick Fink W4PFI 

     Director (2017):   Jon Greene KK4ZIZ 

                Director (2017):     Marshall Lail KK4OHF 

             Director (2018):     Steve Nosko W4SJN 

                                                                                                      
Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society 

Repeaters on * 146.94-(118.8) * 145.29-(118.8) * 145.23-(118.8) * 224.40- * 444.60+(118.8)  

Packet on * 145.010 * 145.090 * 224.400 * 446.500 * All 1200 baud FM simplex  

Metrolina 2m Emergency Net™: 9:00 PM Local Time on 146.94-(118.8)  

Mecklenburg ARES Net: Wednesdays, 7:30 PM Local Time on 146.94-(118.8) 

  

Shop Amazon.com?  Support  MARS when you do!    

AmazonSmile offers the same great products, deals, and shopping ex-

perience as Amazon.  The only difference is Amazon donates a portion 

of your purchase price to the charitable organization of your choice.   

Go to smile.amazon.com and log in using your email and password as 

if you were at amazon.com.  From there, select the charitable organi-

zation which you would like to support — Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society!  Shop!  Amazon 

Smile will remember the charity you selected and will always donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases 

to that charity. 
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Club Meeting Minutes 

Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society              

Minutes of the November MARS Club Meeting 

St. Giles Evangelical Church 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Date:  November 29, 2016 

 

Meeting called to order:  7:02 pm 

 

Welcome:  Eric opened the meeting by saying he hoped everyone had enjoyed a wonderful 

Thanksgiving with family and friends. 

  

Visitors:  Welcome to our visitors!  Gerald Crossman N4XNQ, Ernest McClelland WL7SR, Gene 

Moore W4ETM, Rebekah Novae, Izzy Sanchez KM4WOW, Ted Shapack K4ESS, and Robert Zemar 

K4VAV. 

 

New members:  

We voted-in four new members: David Leonard AE4AT, Gerald Crossman N4XNQ, David Portes 

KM4YBF, and Rebecca Novae.  Welcome to MARS! 

  

Announcements: 

Mary Hunt N4MH first announced that husband Tom Hunt KA3VVJ is feeling better. That’s great news! 

Upcoming Events: MS Challenge Walk and Sandblast Rally are coming up in March.  Our  MARS Win-

ter Party will be on January 7.  (See Mary for tickets.)  It’s time to renew  your MARS membership. 

ARES/Skywarn events (Cliff Greene WB4NCQ):  Cliff stated they had a well-attended  recent training 

event at Wilgrove Mint Hill Park.  Cliff offered thanks to Bill Turner W4WNT, for the digital training you 

recently provided.  More ARES training opportunities will be coming up soon. 

Steven Burke announced there will be a VE Session coming up on Saturday, December 8,  2016, at 

9:00am.   

Bill Turner W4WNT gave a Geek Fest update.  He highly recommends participating in it next year. 
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Club business: 

Financial Interim Update (Tom Hunt KA3VVJ):  Mary Hunt N4MH gave Tom’s report in his absence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social break:  It ’s time to enjoy some refreshments and meet someone new. 

 

Program:  Mitch Barbato KX4MB demonstrated how  to use radio programming software.  

He covered these topics: 

 
1. How to find the COM port for the USB programming cable 

2. He demonstrated the Kenwood MCP program using my Kenwood HT and showed the software limita-

tions 

3. He opened the free software, Chirp, and demonstrated how to read a radio's existing programming 

4. Using Harold's Yaesu FT-7900, we connected the RT Systems USB cable and demonstrated some of 

the functions of the RT Systems ADMS software.  (There is currently not a Mac version.) 

5. He exported a .CSV file from ADMS, then attempted to open it with Chirp, but that didn't work, so we 

then connected using Chirp and downloaded the programming from the radio, saving that to a Chirp file 

that can be edited and uploaded back to the radio using a Mac or a PC. 

6. We opened a Chirp file from Mitch’s Yaesu FT-8800 and placed it side by side in another copy of Chirp, 

then did a copy and paste of the data from one radio model to another radio model.  That was very im-

pressive! 

7. The last discussion point was about software from Bob Freeth G4HFQ.  Bob writes Yaesu programming 

software with a much higher level of functionality than any other Mitch has seen. 

Officer and Board of Directors Election: 

Andy Hawkins K4GKK announced the 

new officers for  2017: Treasurer Aron 

Tekulsky, and Board Directors Charles 

Comerford KK4HOK and Steve Nosko 

W4SJN.  Congratulations, Gentlemen! 
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Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society   

Minutes of the December 2016 Board of Directors Meeting 

American Red Cross, 2425 Park Road, Charlotte, NC    

 

 
 
Date:  December 6, 2016 
 
Call meeting to order: President Eric Webner K4FAN, called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 
Present:  Mitch Barbato KX4MB, Charles Comerford KK4HOK, Patrick Fink W4PFI, Jon Greene KK4ZIZ, 

Dave Holbrook KC4SGT, Tom Hunt KA3VVJ, Marshall Lail KK4OHF, P. Susan Nosko N4PSN, Eric R.  

Webner K4FAN 

 

Absent:  None. 

 

Visitors:  Jeremy Hodgson N4PSA, Mary Hunt N4MH, Aron Tekulsky WA2RTV  

 

Welcome:  Eric welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He thanked Tom and Dave for their service to the 

club as board members and thanked Aron and Steve for volunteering to serve starting in 2017. 

 

Approval of minutes: Eric asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the November 

Board Meeting as published in the November 2016 newsletter.  Marshall made a motion to approve the 

minutes; it was seconded by Tom. 

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 
 

Treasurer's Report (Tom Hunt KA3VVJ):   

Aron asked if we had a complete equipment inventory; it’s a work in progress.  Eric asked for a motion 

to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Susan moved to approve the report.  Dave seconded it. 

 

Vice-President's Report (Mitch Barbato KX4MB):   

Mitch thanked Charles and Jerry for their help putting the software program together for the November 

meeting. 

 

Upcoming programs: 

January: Winter Field Day Recap, QSO Party, HamFest 

February: Public Service Events 101 (An overview: What would your responsibilities be at each  public 

service  event) 

Board Meeting Minutes (December) 

 
Raffle winners:  Andy Beary WA3DQS, Nicole Reed, Robbie Finger AC4ZX, Matt Young KK4H-

NU, Gary Chernega KN1GMC, and Harold Howe KM4WDN. 

 

Meeting was adjourned: 9:07pm 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 
     P. Susan Nosko N4PSN, MARS Secretary 
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March:  Wrap up of Hamfest, Sandblast and other public service events 

       
Secretary’s Report (Susan Nosko N4PSN):    

135 total members -- 123 regular members (including Robert Christ’s family membership), 3 Honorary 

Club Members and 9 paid Life Members 

                                                                                                                      

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Membership Committee (Charles Comerford KK4HOK and Susan Nosko N4PSN):  Susan report-

ed that “thank you for coming” emails went out to last month’s visitors. Charles and Susan will create a 

template for future visitor emails. 

 

We will need to begin utilizing MailChimp to track open rates, along with building an “interested individu-

als” database for future events/recruiting/etc. 

 

Starting in 2017, Charles would like to see us use MailChimp to send out newsletters, as well. This will 

require making a template in MailChimp, and would have an additional step involved in membership 

management; however, there are many benefits to this.  The board agreed it would be a great idea. 

 

Member renewals are due at the end of January. Members who haven’t renewed by then will be removed 

from our membership lists in February.  All members need to complete a new registration form.  No ex-

ceptions. Susan emphasized the importance members completing a new application yearly to ensure we 

have updated information for our membership. 

 

Charles has not yet ordered the postcards for new licensees and license upgrade recipients which we will 

send out, as the graphics designer has been ill.  We need to get on top of this in the next few weeks to 

try to make a push for January club meeting invitations. 

 

We discussed what we should hand out to new hams at our VE Sessions: MARS membership applica-

tions, bookmarks, brochures, ARRL band charts, etc.  We want to give them items which represent our 

club and encourage them to attend our meetings. 

 
Public Service Committee (Mary Hunt, N4MH):  We won’t have any public service events until 
March 2017. 
 
Equipment & Clubroom Committee (Jon Greene KK4ZIZ and John White WB2NHQ):   Jon has 

spoken with the Red Cross IT person who hasn’t forgotten about us regarding our internet access.  Cur-

rently,  we do have a wireless connection running from the HRD computer to feed the W4BFB wireless 

router and packet machine.  There are times that we lose internet connection but the HRD computer has 

certain times it reboots and reconnects wireless connection. Packet machine is using connection from 

clubroom router internet to Seth’s (KF4LLF) router we’ve used previously and allows access for people to 

access packet.w4bfb.org for internet packet access.  However, if the HRD computer loses internet access 

then packet machine reverts back to RF connections. 

     We will still work with Red Cross to work on finally getting network cable run full time internet access 

to the clubroom. 

     For right now, the HRD (desktop computer) by the Omni VII needs to stay on to distribute internet 

access to clubroom, so for now if someone uses the computer, just turn the monitor off when done.   

     Mitch asked to Jon to ask their IT guy (Jason) what it would take for us to have our own cable drop, 

which we would agree to pay for. 

     Mitch asked if we could buy a space heater for the club room, as it’s freezing in there.  Eric asked Jon 

to see if the clubroom could be heated. 

 
Repeater Committee (Marshall Lail KK4OHF and Jon Greene KK4ZIZ):  

 

11/30/16 Repeater Committee Meeting Minutes 

Attendees: Jon KK4ZIZ, Marshall KK4OHF, Bryan K4NET (via email) 
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Agenda: 

Trip to Orr Rd within next couple of weeks to place new amp on 2m side, while at site will check weather 
radio, and maybe have time to get DB224 antenna setup for transmit & receive 
 
Bryan hopes to get an article into the news letter explaining what was done associated with the replace-
ment antenna. 
 
Status/Issues by site 

145.23 Spencer Mtn. 

From 11/30 through 12/3 controller was in a locked up state, causing PSG net to be called on the 
145.29/444.60 repeaters. Controller was worked on 12/3 and repeater site working 
 
 
145.29/444.60 Uptown 
Weather cooling off so we are planning on a visit to this site. Activities are being planned. 
 
146.94/224.44 Orr Rd 
With some recent work on 230 machine no trips have been made to Orr Road. However, there is a trip 
planned within the next week to install amp, fix why the weather radio isn’t working and if time permits, 
setup the DB224 to transmit and receive. 
 
Outages:  EchoLink: One or two issues – ISP related 
 
Repeater issues:  94 – Clock issues being monitored. 
 
23 – Controller locked up causing continuous carrier yet watchdog timer and timeout timer worked.  Due 
to when the outage occurred with weather system coming in safety was placed first and caused delay in 
getting repeater back into operation. 
 
29 - none 
 
Open Discussion:  All repeaters times were adjusted on November 6th for Daylight Savings had ended. 
 
If a repeater locks up like 230 did during the end of the month, ideas were discussed on how to set 
something up to reboot controller, unless it’s a major issue of having to reload controller firmware is 
needed.  Continued training of loading firmware into controller is being scheduled 
 
If anyone has issues with any repeaters, i.e. repeater doing a continues carrier or something out of the 
ordinary, e-mails are appreciated to the repeater committee w4bfbrepeaters@w4bfb.org so we can doc-
ument and if site visit is needed right away then a representative of the committee will go to repeater 
site. 
 
Website (Charles Comerford KK4HOK): Charles opened a ticket to look into one of the spam 

filter rules that may not be functioning 100% properly. 

 

Charles will purchase membership to SignUpGenius.com towards the end of the year.  Hopefully, we can 

do a test run with Winter Field Day signups on the site, then set up and get the signups ready for the MS 

event in March (once the details are provided to us from the Society). 

 

Volunteer Examiners Committee (Steven Burke KI4FAQ): The results of the December 3, 

2016, VE Test Session are as follows; six individuals received their Technician license:  Arthur A. Trevino 

KM4ZKU, Alan N. Meeker KM4ZLD, Andrew M. Rowley KM4ZKV, James L. Smith KM4ZKZ, James E. Scal-

ia KM4ZKW, Rebecca D Novae KM4ZKX.  Congratulations! 

 
Net Manager (John White WB2NHQ): 
M2MEN Report for November 2016 
Net Sessions                               30 
Total Station checkins                608 
Total Formal Net Time minutes     557 
Total Net Time minutes               1025 
Total Formal Traffic                   0 
October Participation hours        10 
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Hamfest Committee (Tim Slay N4IB and Gary Chernega KN1GMC):  Our next Hamfest Commit-

tee conference call is this Wednesday night, December 7, 2016, at 7:00pm. One big gap we have is priz-

es – no one has stepped up to do this, so I thought we would discuss some ideas around prizes and get 

some direction from the committee on Wednesday night.  (Mary said that Jack Cureton and David 

Keever are working on coming up with prizes.)  If we can come up with a list, I don’t mind making some 

calls to get pricing.  So please bring your ideas!  The call in number is 704-382-8080, code 132247. 

 

Eric wanted to know how we’re doing with dealer attendance for this year.  Mary said Jack is working  

diligently with them.  Many dealers will come in at the end of this month.  Mary said we have a contract 

to keep the same location through 2020. 

 

ARES (Cliff Greene WB4NCQ): Jon announced there w ill be two classes from our Mecklenburg 

County Emergency Coordinator on December 17, 2016, at the Greene residence -- “Packing/Re-Packing” 

and “Digital Messaging.” 

In January, there will be go-box demo classes.  The Santa Claus net will be on December 17, 2016. 
 
Grants & Resources Committee:  
 
Field Day Committee: 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 Winter Party (Mary Hunt N4MH) – Everything is set ready for the party.  Mary went over the menu 

for this year:  Beef tips over rice, baked chicken, potato salad, broccoli and cheese casserole, cook-

ies.  Everyone can bring desserts for the dessert bar.  Set up time at the church: 4:30pm.  Food is 

delivered at 5:30pm.  We discussed ideas for men’s gifts ideas.  

 Garinger High School donation from MARS: Susan made a motion that we donate $100.00 from our 

Goodwill budget line item.  Patrick seconded it.  The motion passed. 

 Title for old generator trailer to JD – Eric has the key to the file cabinet so we can get the title to JD. 

 We reinstated our new membership policy:  If new members join after April 1, they may join at pro-

rated membership fees of $2.00/month for an individual membership or $3.00/month for a family mem-

bership.  The prorated annual membership fees will be as follows: 

 

 
 
 
 

 Single Family 

January  $20.00  $30.00 

February  $20.00  $30.00 

March  $20.00  $30.00 

April  $18.00  $27.00 

May  $16.00  $24.00 

June  $14.00  $21.00 

July  $12.00  $18.00 

August  $10.00  $15.00 

September  $8.00  $12.00 

October  $6.00  $9.00 

November  $4.00  $6.00 

December  $2.00  $3.00 
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Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society  

Minutes of the January 2017 Board of Directors Meeting 

American Red Cross, 2425 Park Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Date:  January 3, 2017 

Call meeting to order: President Eric Webner K4FAN, called the meeting to order at 6:58pm. 

Present:  Mitch Barbato KX4MB, Charles Comerford KK4HOK, Patrick Fink W4PFI, Jon Greene 

KK4ZIZ, Marshall Lail KK4OHF, P. Susan Nosko N4PSN, Steve Nosko W4SJN, Aron Tekulsky WA2RTV, 

Eric R. Webner K4FAN 

Absent:  None. 

Visitors:  Matt Young KK4HNU, Mary Hunt N4MH, Jerry Hodgson N2PSA  

Welcome:  Eric welcomed everyone to the meeting. Thank you to all that served. Welcome to 

all, especially new Board members Aron and Steve.  

Approval of minutes:  

Eric asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the December Board Meeting, as published in a De-

cember 16, 2016, email to the Board.   Steve made a motion to approve the minutes; it was seconded 

by Jon. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Northwest High School radio system needs testers (Dave Holbrook KC4SGT) – Once he has more 

information, Dave will ask the membership to see if anyone wants to volunteer to test a radio system 

within the school system (one campus), on a weekend during school break time, in Rock Hill, SC. 

 Winter Field Day (January 28-29) – Not much planning is required.  Charles will send an email out 

with a signup sheet via Google docs. 

 We need to find someone to take over refreshments for club meetings. 

 Dave Holbrook suggested we celebrate the club’s birth date:  March 25, 1949.  Perhaps bring in a 

sheet cake and celebrate! 
 

Adjourn meeting 

Marshall moved the meeting be adjourned. Jon seconded it.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:04pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

P. Susan Nosko N4PSN, MARS Club Secretary 

Board Meeting Minutes (January) 
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BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 

Treasurer's Report (Tom Hunt KA3VVJ and Aron Tekulsky WA2RTV) :   

Tonight’s meeting will mark the transfer of the Treasurer position, along with records and procedures, 

from Tom to Aron.  Tom reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. Eric asked for a motion to approve the Treas-

urer’s Report.  Aron moved to approve the report.  Marshall seconded it. 

Vice-President's Report (Mitch Barbato KX4MB):   

Upcoming programs: 

January -- Sandblast Rally.  Winter Field Day recap.  Hamfest recruitment; Hamfest committees will 

speak about their committee responsibilities. 

February -- Public Service 101 (?) 

March -- Wrap up of Hamfest and Sandblast Rally 

Secretary’s Report (Susan Nosko N4PSN):    

1.  138 - 126 regular members (including Robert Christ’s family), 3 Honorary Club Members and 9 paid 

Life Members. To date, 53 regular members have renewed.   

2. We have two applicants to vote-in at the January club meeting:  Richard Norcross W4APZ and Ernest 

E. McClelland WL7SR. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Membership Committee (Charles Comerford KK4HOK and Susan Nosko N4PSN):  Susan sent 

follow-up emails to prior meeting visitors. Steve asked if we had found the MARS bookmarks to hand 

out to applicants at VE sessions?  Mitch will get them to Steven Burke.  For the January meeting, Mitch 

asked Susan for a list of new members who have joined since September 2016 so he could give them 

the laminated bookmarks. 

Public Service Committee (Mary Hunt N4MH): Charles KK4HOK has been working w ith Mary 

on setting up the new website for sign-ups.  (75% is done.)  Mary’s been contacting the various organi-

zations to get their events on the 2017 calendar.  The big MS bike rides have gone away.  

Equipment & Clubroom Committee (Jon Greene KK4ZIZ and John White WB2NHQ):  Jon spoke 

with Jason (Red Cross IT).  A change will be made soon with the Red Cross’ internet.  Jon will be work-

ing with the Red Cross in getting internet back into the clubroom.  Currently still running off of WiFi con-

nection.  Anyone wanting to access the packet website packet.w4bfb.org can connect; however, there 

still might be times where a loss of WiFi connection will not allow members to access packet portal.  

Please continue to be patient with us as we work hand-in-hand with the Red Cross to obtain a solid in-

ternet connection.   Jon is waiting for a timeline from Jason. 

Repeater Committee (Marshall Lail KK4OHF and Jon Greene KK4ZIZ):  

Marshall stated that no new changes have taken place, but changes are planned. 

12/28/16 -- Attendees: Jon KK4ZIZ, Marshall KK4OHF, Bryan K4NET via e-mail  
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Agenda: 

Trip to Orr Road within next couple of weeks to place new amp on 2m side.  While at site will check 

weather radio, and maybe have time to get DB224 antenna setup for transmit and receive. 

Bryan hopes to get an article into the newsletter explaining what was done associated with the re-

placement antenna. 

 

Status/Issues by site 

145.23 Spencer Mtn. 

Due to repeater locking up earlier in the month, there have been issues with the controller’s clock 

and sometimes the date.  Time and date are checked at least once a day, and adjusted if needed. 

 

145.29/444.60 Uptown 

Weather cooling off so we are planning on a visit to this site. Activities are being planned. 

 

146.94/224.44 Orr Rd 

No trips have been made to Orr Road. However, there is a trip planned within the next week to install 

amp, fix why the weather radio isn’t working, and if time permits setup the DB224 to transmit 

and receive.  

 

Outages: 

EchoLink: One or two issues – ISP related 

 

Repeater issues: 

94 – No major issues  

23 – Time and occasionally date are having to be adjusted every day.    

29/60 – none 

Open Discussion: 

230 time and occasionally date are having to be checked and adjusted on about a daily check.  The 

committee is working with the controller manufacture about a replacement clock unit or another fix. 

Continued training of loading firmware into controller is being scheduled. 

If anyone has issues with any repeaters, (i.e. repeater doing a continues carrier or something out of 

the ordinary), emails are appreciated to the repeater committee w4bfbrepeaters@w4bfb.org so we 

can document them.  If a site visit is needed right away, then a representative of the committee will 

go to repeater site. 

Website (Charles Comerford KK4HOK):  The Hamfest website is up and going.  No updates to 

the club website.  SignUp Genlus is ready to go for the Winter Field Day.  Charles also discussed the new 

email program which we’ll be using. 

 

Volunteer Examiners Committee (Steven Burke KI4FAQ): There w ill be another VE Session on 

February 4, 2017, at 9:00am, at the tSt. Giles Presbyterian Church gymnasium.   

 

Net Manager (John White WB2NHQ): 

M2MEN Report for December 2016 

Net Sessions                         31 

Total Station checkins                  648 

Total Formal Net Time minutes 619 

mailto:w4bfbrepeater@w4bfb.org
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Total Net Time minutes                1126 

Total Formal Traffic                          0 

October Participation hours           11.3 

M2MEN 2016 annual summary: 

2016 Net Sessions                         365 

 (leap year, 1 session pre-empted by SkyWarn) 

2016 annual participation hours      147 

2016 total Formal Traffic                 36 

  

SIGNATURE: 73, WB2NHQ 

POSITION:  M2MEN mgr. 

  

HamFest Committee (Tim Slay N4IB and Gary Chernega KN1GMC):  The online meetings are 

working well.  Mary N4MH said everything is moving along just fine since there are many former Hamfet 

committee members who are on the committee and know what to do.  No more Ladies’ Bingo due to 

lack of participation last year.  VE exams won’t start until 2:00pm.  Stephen Burke Ki4FAQ is working 

on the forums.  Wednesday, January 11, 2017, is the next Hamfest meeting in Room G of the Red 

Cross Building. 

 

ARES (Cliff Greene WB4NCQ):  Jon KK4ZIZ announced that the Mecklenburg ARES Facebook 

page streamed their December training. There will be two ARES training sessions in January.  Skywarn 

is offering two training classes on February 18, 2017, at the Salvation Army location. 

 

Grants & Resources Committee:  

Field Day Committee:   I f we stay at Wilgrove Park in Mint Hill, we need a new  resident to ap-

ply for use of it.  Jerry Hodgson N2PSA will complete the application. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Winter Party:  Mary announced 53 members are attending.  We may need to reschedule the 

party due to inclement weather predicted for Saturday.  We can reschedule to January 14, 2016, if need 

be.  We must make that decision by this Friday at 3:00pm.  Remember to bring a dessert!  

Refreshments for January:  Someone is needed to provide refreshments for the January 

meeting.  Eric will recruit someone from the membership. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Super Elmer Session:  Mitch proposed we provide 

regular Elmer sessions (once or twice a year).  Charles 

suggested doing a class during Field Day. The Elmer ses-

sions might generate interest (and possibly some new 

members) when announcements are made about them at 

VE Sessions. 

Ham of the Year Presentation (Jon Greene KK4ZIZ): 

Since Jon can’t attend the Winter Party, he  presented the 

award early to Jerry Hodgson N2PSA.  Congratulations, 

Jerry! 
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Surprise “Thank you” gifts!  Mitch gave Eric a hand-

some gavel set, and Eric gave each of the 2016 board 

members a personalized coffee mug with our names and 

call signs on them.  Thanks, Eric! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjourn meeting. 

Steve moved that the meeting be adjourned. Marshall  seconded it.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05pm.    

        Respectfully submitted, 

          P. Susan Nosko N4PSN, MARS Club Secretary 

W e decided to take some group shots after the meeting to say “Thank you for your service” to our 

2016 board members and “Welcome” to the newly elected 2017 additions. 

 
(Left to right): Charles Comerford KK4HOK (Director), Tom 

Hunt KA3VVJ (Treasurer), Marshal Lail KK4OHF (Director), 

Patrick Fink W4PFI (Director), Jon Green KK4ZIZ (Director), 

Eric Webner K4FAN (President), Mitch Barbato KX4MB (Vice 

President), Susan Nosko N4PSN (Secretary) and Dave 

Holbrook KC4SGT (Director). 

(Left to right): Aron Tekulsky WA2RTV (Treasurer), Charles 

Comerford KK4HOK (Director), Marshal Lail KK4OHF 

(Director), Patrick Fink W4PFI (Director), Jon Green KK4ZIZ 

(Director), Eric Webner K4FAN (President), Mitch Barbato 

KX4MB (Vice President), Susan Nosko N4PSN (Secretary) 

and Steve Nosko W4SJN (Director). 


